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Residents of Barrington are al-
ready making plans to enjoy the
even-week t grand opera
recontly announced by the Chicago
City Opera Among
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The kv to the atiournment of
congress, as I see 1t liea In two im-
b i
bill and the Spending-lending bill

No. 1
FEDERAL BUSINESS CONTROL

b
the monopoly investigating committee (whose of-

ficial name is the temporary national economic committee]
‘was authorized by cor , business regarded it with mild

ngress,
‘misgivings, but was not particularly worried about what it

‘might do.

lwalm!' smen are watching the committee at work
with honest trepidation. For, they are comng to conclude,
the real purpose of the monopoly inquiry isn't to reveal
‘monopoly, if and where it does exist.

‘There is fear that, in-
stead, the real purpose is to subtlely pave the way for an
almost revolutionary extension of federal control over the
ple.

Vi
papers, economists and vubl!cm.l have lately come to share
it with them.

Johnson of NRA fame, now a columnist. In General Johnson's
view, those behind the monopoly show have a purpose “as
revolutionary as Hitler's, and they are making as excellent
use of their puppets on that committee and the general indif-
ference of the people of the United States as the European
totalitarians ever did, to lay the ground for a nasi-fascist

federal control of almost every normal activity of American |y
. o

lite—whether in labor, agriculture or industry.
‘Those are strong words, but recent hearings of the com-
mittee seem to more or less justify them. Tremendous in-
terest has followed the committee’s inquiry into the life i
surance business. Comparatively little attention was paid to
‘whether these
monopoly. No claim was made that standard company prac-

tices make the insured pay more than he should for his pro-| I
tection. Instead, the investigators apparently tried hard to|™

prove that existing state supervision of insurance is inade-

duate, and that the only solution is sweeping federal super- o

vision.
Just how successful those who steer the course of the

monopoly committee have been in persuading the public that |, .

there isn’t enough federal control aver our economic destinies,
remains o be seen. And whether or not the investigations
will be followed by legislation toward this end (such as Sena-
tor O'Mahoney's once-proposed, then dropped bill to require
federal licensing of all corporations) is also a matter that only

the future can decide. But this does seem certain—by and
Jarge, the current congress seems to grow increasingly dis-
trustful of new “experiment” and the pending 1940 presiden-
tial battle makes members of both parties eager to escape
taking sides on highly controversial matters so far as they

can. So it is not unlikely that legislation to make the federal | icn.

government even more top-dog in the public’s affairs, may
be quietly tabled by this congress.
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