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i '~ THE MISSISSIPPI FLOOD

| With the Fugher of Waters on the rafn-
page, hundreds’ dead, thousands homeless
and millions of dollars lost in property val-
ues, it is & rather remarkablé coincidence|
‘thet,the United States is celebrating Ameri-
can Forest Week.

"The President of the United States and
Gavernor Len Small'of linois both issued
proclamations nmng“ the, 'preservation - of

" our forests in order that future generations
may have timber resqurces| - While it is not.
| 80 atate, flood disaster is & result of defores-
tation, 'We have squanderéd our, trees, first
burning them to provide farm land, then in
later years allowing commercial interests to
cut timber without restriction. If the coun-
try had preserved a fair proportion of trees
they.would hold back water and prevent its
reaching a danger point. Secretary of Ag-
riculture James Wilson, who served in. the
cabinets of MeKinley, Roosevelt and Tatt,
continually urged the creation of vast water-
-h ds and predicted just such floods as are
now raging in the Mississippi valley but he
w able to make Jittle advance against wan-
~ton destruction of forests. The flood may
have the effect of waking the country up. If
soit serves & good purpose. Had there been
a gufficient number of trees in the high sec-
tions of th Mississippi, Ohio and Missouri
rivers they would have held back the, enorm-
‘ous amount of water which is ngw pouring
into the lower. Mississippi from every direc-
tion,
The low natural embankments, built by
ods of the past and called natural levees,
keep the Mississippi river in its charine; ex-
cept during very high. water; and leyees
added by man are built from Cairo, Iil tolthe
GUIf in-an effort to hold such extraordinary
fldods 43 the present, Even these artificial
leyeés are, proving ineffective. = Crevasses
several hundred feet/wide break through the,
levees, and a vast area is inundated, These
* great floods colne usually between February
and May and are caused immediately by the
colncidence of heavy rains or rapidly melting
8nows, or both, along the three great rivers.

in/excess of the capacity of the channel, the
water level running up o 40 or 50 feet, mth
the consequent overflow.
| More lrees along the Fliit creeks and zhe
Dea Plaines rers of the Umted States would
hlve preventcd the preunt Mlsslssmm flood,
1] sounds far-fetched but it is fact. The
IY{IGIN\I that is lost and that vn]l be collected
- for relief work in the present flood, spent
on flogd, control twenty |vears ago, would
have mdde the present fldod impossible.

Thg discharge of the Mississippi is now far|’

called high by the

n by w‘iticluus—hu with what, is it

On the basis ‘of the nge fire insur-
aict premium in the United States—approx-
imately 87 cents per. Slf Jof coverage—a
peréon can safeguard himself for three yers.
erty for about $3.00 per gnnum. -
ings of better than average construction stil
lower rates obtain. 1

The aggregate of a.year's fire insurance
premiums, protecting billions| of dollars of
maferial wealth; amounts to anly about 17
per|cent of the $3,499,700,000 we spend an-
nually for pleasure cars, and 40-per cent of
the $1,600,000,000 expended for tobaceo. The
outlay for candy’ and icel cream exceeds by

the| amount paid for protection against the
calgrhity of fire, I
IIn one' instance the outgo is a necessary

profortion |to the expenditure, whereas in
the case of luxuries, thers is Tecompense
aside, from momentary satisfaction.
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“throwing things together”; if you hear a
doctor speaking of, medicine as a
lieve,” or a lawyer saying that a consmncé
is the chief “handicap,” you can foretell that
none of them will reach & point of success. |
The great historial' figure to whorh we
have been giving our atfention recently is
Beethoven. Of him it c4n be said that he
achieved supreinacy in m:
lieved in it supremiely. Music for him was no
‘mere pastime, no mere mehns of money-mak-
ing. It was the greatest thing in his life.
“Music,” said” Beethoy
elation thar all wisdg
50 to whont it make
¢ from all the
re enchained.”

:éuuugh‘ his life. « What
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THE GARDEN SEASON ’

Making garden is oy the pleagant o
cupntmn of everyone jho has a yard. Spring
ack in earnest; th’e lue bird and the
tho leaves are breaking their buds; thepied
frogs’ orchestras are tuning iny sceds
planted in_ the earth anfi natured by the
sur| and April showers are shooting their’
gréen tendrils to the light. “Every gard
has a memory of Him." for the

good for the soul,-good f3r health and gool
for, happiness is a garden| Many of the old

g

Forest Week does not end until Saturday
ight: One tree planted injany yard|in Bar-|
nnmn will prove of miuch more vallié than

. ADVERTISING AS NEWS =

{| 1t is genesally conceded that people buy

nowspapers for their news, not their adver-

tigements! The news may serve to advertise

the paper, but the advertiging is not news.
e A Buch is the’popular belief. It has been left

to,a newsboy in San Antonio, Tex., to demol-

advertising may sell the paper like hot cakes.
The Ottawa Journal tells the story. When
+ sales were slow and news dull the hoy looked
ﬂn’v\lnh his papers ‘and had ‘an inspiration.
“Bargain— bargain—bargain;" he shouted.
“All almut the big sale—department store
slashes prices—fall dresses.at cut rates—
buy ‘em cheap.” The feminine shoppers
paused, they listened, they opened purses in
search of pennies, and-when they couldn’t
find pennies they bought papers with nickels
and dimes as the newsboy waved the adver-
u-mz sections n their faces. : The Journal
“Why not?".and contends that women
u& more interested in the chance of & bar-
gain thit may save them several dollars than
inthe fate of political partics.
We can only echg, “Why not 72 Would it
:be better to hear a newsboy on occasion
uting the bargains to be obtained in vari-
stores than attempting to sell his papers
bawling out insignificant news to the pas-
rs-by ? After all, if newa is everything that
orests tho public, It might easily happen
times that the advertising page may hold
re general interest than the news col

not,
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Second Red Arrow Auction day. (The ﬁnd-
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. ‘er .of one. Red Arrow will be barred from
X CLEANING DYE[NG - PRESSING other hunt.s.)- T

| i The Second Red Akrow Auction will be
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