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THE PATHER or"oun COUNTRY
Next Tuesday marks|the 105th anniver,
gary of the birth of Washington and the
culogy 6f, “Light-Horse| Harry" Lee, uport
the occasion of his death in 1798—"Firs; in
war, I-‘nm in peace, Firatin the hearts of his
countrym s truer today than IL was
sy cantunc! ago, a meaning which
./ the lapse of vears has only extended. |
. So towering a figure in history. is easy
fo discuss because there is none to liken him.
He stands alone—the mearest approach to
superman_ excéllence the|world Has known—
greater than Cromwell and Napoleon as one.
Perfect? Not at all. | Unquestionably| he
_podsessed human frailties, plenty of th
but e was strong enough to rise above
perfections and do more splendid, mord he-
roie things for his fellow, men than had heen
done before, than have been dorie since
Washington was typically the all-arpund
. He yas not highly cducated even 0
his times. | Both Jefferson .and Homil
his contemporaries, \were moré scholarl
was not as great  general sia Napoleon-—the
the Revoluffonary army numbered but a few
thousarid, Were he alive today he would be
amazed at the'learning of & boy in the Bar-
rington high school; he would| have mar/
veled at. the gencralship displayed in | the
World war. Washington was great because
of his sheer simplicity. He was reserved,
diffident, sedate, dignified, courpgeous, Of:|
fered a throne, he accepted 4 chai Chosen
out of the depth of. ungearchablé wisdom to
- form a nation destined to become the great-
“est on carth, it was necessary, that he should
_be the greatést mary in the world. This meant
unselish devotion fo duty, sublime hopeful-
ness under defeat; marvelous jnsight into
character, integrity and an abiding mu‘: in
God. g I

=a

bif was' nd
that fought

Washington before the ene
better fior braver than hundreds|
with him or. against him; but Washington
Ak chief Gf the army doing batfle with dis-

/tracted parties; calm in the midst of con-
spiracy ; serenc against the open foe before
him and the darker fge behind his back;
Washington inspiring order apd spirit into
troops hungry end ragged; sfurig by in-
gratitude but betraying no anger, and fre

;+ 'ready to forgive;-in defeat, invincible,
i nanimofis in! conquest, and never ko subfim
as on that day!when he.laid down his | vl«-.
torious aword and sought retiregent, | his
work done—here is the character to admire
|

and to revere. |

There,is much of mud- slinging against
Washington these daye: Biographies must|
be sold in order that!authors may buy, tore
( pencils, To tell the trath sbout Washington
would not sell many bua}(s The conscious|
| inferiority of his contemporaneous critiés

! has peen transmitted to their descendants.
he ‘cortect view of Washington aside
history is contained in “Henry Esmond”
“The Virginians” Incidentally ghe ex-
‘lulslle English of Thackeray is arely sur-
| No Englishman did_ss mich as
+ ' Thackeray to gement England and America.
| Thickerdy was the modern Paul illuming the
figure of lthe “Father of Our Country.” | *

|
1 DEREW AND EDISON

Here is a paradox:
Thomas A. Edlann. whose_personal life
s been irreproachable, gives out on his
th birthday an interview which is ration-
alistic if not agnostic. On.the samé day
Chauncey M. Depew, over minety, unnoted
for great piety, a wit of bangiet tubles who|
for sixty years, capered nimbjy fo ball faom
music, declares a firm belief in Christignity.
+ || Edison shakes the faith| of, mxlhon;. D

and | wlllge

their personal time tothe local Boy S¢outs.
Théy work witbout compensation secure in

[ the reward that is certain to come to them

when they see these boys become real men
ang honor the memory of their preceptors.
In the rinks of the Boy Scouts.are the men
ywho in a fow years will rule Barrington and
the nation. We believe they vill be a credit
to Mr, Dabm and M. Spencer. That is all
Lhey

nnd etlare toine eight million of them in
the United States between the ages of |12
and 18to be under the close guidance pf &
man. Not so long ago, this need was shp-
plied through existing pgencies. . But the
o| years have scen the ox eart give way to the

light! Some fifty years ago, th ral
‘model for, the boy was his father with wHom
he assoclated intimately. in the work of the
farmi or in the enterprises of the individual
shop or store. (The advance of our almost
human machines has developed industrial

0 lonxu in
intimate contact,

constituted by nature. The nearest aubsf
tute for the father was for a time found in
the teachpr—the old-fashjoned schoolmaster.
Here'is afheavy charge to answer. |The ser-
vices of the teacher, invaluable to thé boy, |/
were litle apprecigted and so poorly rewa

ed that they were clainied by business and | =
better remunerated professions. The teacher

i usually’ fordéd to feel by poor salaries that
teaching s a tere stepping stone fo some-
thing better—as if anything could'bé better.
There appears littlé tendency to femedy this.
The'men who are serving the Boy Scouts 1
are blazing the way to the, professionally
trained leader, who will devots his life to
the Warkl of boy guidance and o the prob-
lems of bbyhood. This profession is the most
difficult ana delicate in the'world, It!will
emand (the ‘highest qualifications of char-
acter and education and degerves compen-
sation commensurate with jtq value. Tt will
come just as certain as Americq has not yet
xeached the point of decadercel

| THEY WON'T BU}

Mr. Dobsan and Mr. Spencer devote hours of |

,| automobile, and' the candle to the 'elec“ric '
aty

o
plants and other means of smpla)r.ment where |}
| the man works and the boy is

s
But the boy will have his hero;| he i8 80 | Kings

of today s nntB:Very much befter treated. He |
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