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“Don't g0 too far with me, Blake!”
“I'll pot stand for

me.”

“I didn't seek ihis Interview,” said
Biske, his face flushed with rising
Muger, “but since it's to be our last
one, I'm going to tell you something.
T've not a dollar of your mosey and
Am pot your rival in any respect
Listen to me, Morris, and Il tell you

_ something’ that will scher you Do
Fou remember John Burt? 1 guess
you do. Fig was the country boy who
dragged you out of & chair by the
scrulf of the neck for imsulting &
young Jady upon whom you had forced
your socisty.”

“What of him?" demanded Morris,
sullenly. AL the mention of Jobn
Burt’s name the scene, with all its
“horror, came to him

“John Burt—what of him?" repeat-
wd Morris. “That country lout can
‘come back, o stay away, or o to 1he
devil, for all 1 care.

“That country lout has come back™
sald Blake deliberately. “I bad the
pleasure this afternoon, my dear Mor-
ris, of transferring to Johm Burt the
“yarlous stocks and bonds which you
wand “your father téndered to James
Blake & Company In settlement of
your labilities. Permit me to let
you Into a deep secret, my dear Mor-
Tie. John Burt is James Biake &
Company. | am—nothing. In my fee-
ble way I've attempted to carry out
Jobn Burt's instructions. You seemed
to stand across his path aad he biot-
ted you out. He forced you to dis

went wp with & jerk. His revolver
fell with a crash on the Soor.

“God!* Morris cried.

Like & column pushed from its base
be fell. MHe turned half over and
lay motionless.

“I've got bim. John," gasped Blake,
“and 1 guess he's got me! Are you
kurt, John?™

He sgain raised his weapon un-
steadily, and pitched forward Into
John Burt's arms.

“Stand back and give the man air!™
roared John Hawkins, pushing aside
the morbld crowd which surged
around the motionless bodies. “Bear

ha hand, John, we'll take Jim to my

room.

With bated hreath John watched
the surgeon &s bo opened the walst-
coat and cut away the bloodsoaked
shirt. For a moment he laid his
head against Blake's breast. It seem:
ed an Age before the answer came.

“He lives,” sald the surgecn, reach-
fng for an emergency case. He beld
& vial to Blake's nostrils
watchers saw the faint shu
told of & halt in the march of death.
Then the breast heaved convulsively,
and James Blake opened his eyes and
looked squarely into John Burt's face.

“Hello, t said, tly.

What's the matter? What's happen-
ed, old man?"

“Yos must keep quiet. Jim," sald
John Burt, tenderly clasping Blake's
hand and pushing back the damp
locks from his Torchead. “You are a
long way from being dead, old man,

and obey the surgeons.”

{ don’t want a surgeon—not mow,”
declared Blake, "In a stronger wolce
and o quickening inteliigence- in his
dark eyes. “Hello, Hawkins! . You
wont be offended, will you, Hawkins,

“Like & column pushed from its booe be fell . . .

il

General Carden's fortune. He
will wed the woman on whom you
bave forced your addresses. Do 1
make myself plain, Morris?"

Morris gazed at James Blake and
for & moment ss>med incapable of
speech. y
“J—1=1 think you lie, Blake,” he
stammered, after a long pause.

Blake raised his eyes and saw John
Burt and Mr. Hawkins entering the
roow. Pausing not a second to weigh
the consequences, he grasped Morris
by the shoulders and whirled hem
around.

Morris threw one arm bebind him,
but Blake, scornful of his opponeat,
.and thinking only of the dramatie cli-
max which offered Itself, took no
‘warning.

“Calm yourself, Morris,” he sald
soothingly. “Anger does not become

want you to Jook your best,

1

yeu
o comes  our mutual friend,
Joh: lﬁﬂ! Hello, Johs

ke released his grasp and Mor-
iris drew back in a deflant sttitude.
With careless contempt Blake ignored
Morris, and his eyes followed John
‘Burt and Hawkins as they came
“towards bim.

At the call of his name John turned
and saw Blake. His face lighted with
s smile ss he stopped and then
walked towards the group.

The muscled of Morris’ face
twitched. and a desperate look came
to his eyes. With a quick motion kis
arm come from behind his back and
something glittered in his band.

“Hello, Jim,” sald John. “Are we
-on time?”

“Mr. Burt.” eaid Blake, his dark
‘eyes twinkling with deviltry, and bis
volce clear as & bell, “permit me to
. Introduce—"

He turned to Morris with & mocking
smile on his lips. He heard the click
of metal and saw the flash of polished
steel as Morris raised his afm and
Jeveled a revolver at John Burt.

“] bought this for myself! Take It
Jobn Burt,” he cried.

He fired before the words were out

before & spit of fire came from the
muzri® of the weapon. They saw bis

if T ask you and the doctors 1o leave
me alone with John for a minute or

“Certainly not, my boy, It the doc-
tors say s0."

The surgeon turned to John and
whispered a few wards. which did not
escape  Hiake's  strangely revived
senses

ou’ll probe for nothing until 1
talk to John!" he asserted. “I'm go-
ing.to live long enough to tell John
something that no one else shall bear.
Send them out of here, Johnm, or I'll
get up and chase them out.”

The surgeon adminisiered a few
drops of stimulant, and motioning o
Hawklms and the physician, the three
silently left the room.

“8it close by me, John, and let me
hold your hand.” sald Blake. “Dear
old John!™ »

Tears glistened In his eyes as he
clasped the other's hand.

“[ don't wish you to tell me any-
thing, Jim,” sald John, soothiagly.
“Just keep quiet, Jim, and make up
your mind thal you are golog to get
well and be the samé generous old
Jim Blake that [ have known all these
years.”

“You krow what
claimed Blake,
with excitement.

I've dome!” ex-
bis ejes glistenlng
“You know all, and
Do you, John? Tell
H ‘means more for me
than drugs or probes.”

“1 do, Jim. Say no more about It,
old partser, but lay quiet and keep
all your strength for the crisis which
is coming.”

Johr shook his head.

“And yet you know the truth. I
loved her madly. John, but & few
words from you, foba, after you learn-
ed the truth, brought me back lo
earth. . T sald pothisg to Jessle, John.
o word of love ever my lips.
I saw Jessle this evening. and told
her that I was to dine with & friend
of mine from California—you, John,
you! And tomorrow evening | prom-
ised her that I would bring that un-
named friend to her house. That was
my little surprise, John, but It was
not to be "

“1 shall call the surgeons If you say
anotber word,” declared Johs, who
feared & change for the worse.

*1 should like to see Jessle. WHI

youred it with stralning eyes.

“H§\ may not recover!' she moaned.
“He Oh, what has
happened? I am going to bim! He
shal. not dle! Hurry, Jessle, hurry!™

Two white-faced girls rushed In
upon General Carden. His lips com-
pressed as he resd the message.

“This is Morrls’ work.,” he said
“Tell the messenger we will come at
Bl )

The hotel entrance was blocked by
4 mob when the Blshop carriage drew
up. The blue helmets of police of-
ficers formed u line which marked

eral Carden. “Make way for the am-
bulance corps!™

The folding doors of the side en-
trance opened and four men slowly
advanced bearing a stretcher. It com-
tioned & motionless mass covered
with & white cloth, Jessle clung to
her father's arm.

With & low ory BEdith Hancock
sprang forward and raised the cloth,
She looked Into the dead, staring eyes
of Arthur Morris. The bearers paus-
ed while she gazed Intently at the
face. She mervously replaced the cov-
ering and tursed to Jessle and ber
father.

It's  Arthur Morris! He's dead.
Porhaps it Is all & mistake about Mr.
Blake. Find out, general; find out
at once! Wa'll walt for you here.”

- Qeneral Carden returned and silent-
Iy conducted Jesslo and Edith (o a
room an the second floor.

A case of surgical Instruments lay
on the eenter table, but the room had
ro occupant. As they stood hesit
ingly by the entrance, the door con-
necting an adjolning room opened
and & tall man with red bair, sharp
blue eyes and epormous hands enter-
ed. Jessio recognized S8am Rounds

“Heou dew yo do!” he sald softly,
advancing with an awkward bow.
“Sorry tew meet you in such a place,
but the bitter goes with the sweet.
Jini’s badly hurt, out he has & shance
—sa the doctors say.”

In whispers the four talked of the
tragedy. Ram nad ente the hotel
office just before the first shot was
fired.

“It all happeried 0 quick I couldn't
do n thing.” Sam explained.  “The
second shot fired by Morris just miss-
cd—some one clse—somo one Jim
was tryin' tew save--an’  went
through the top of Mr. Hawkins' hat.
Morris was dead before he strick the
floor.”

The door opened and a grave-faced
surgeon entered the room.

“Mige Carden may see Mr. Blake
tor & fow minnte a ‘sald.

In the dimly lighted room Jessie
Carden saw iwo figures—one propped
up with plilows 5o that only the head
and arms showed against the white
linen, The curling, black locks fell
back from the pale brow, and the
handsome face seemed chiscled ¥
purest marble.

(To be continued.)
Angwered the Call,

On the bank of the Mohawk river,
midway between Amsterdam and
Tribes Hill, New York, is the farm of
Aaron Pepper. The proprietor Is the
possessor * of several horses, and
among them one that is blind, of
which Our Dumb Animals tells this
story

The horses frequently resort to the
islands in the river for pasturage.
They ford the stream at a point near
the dwelling, and tke blind mare
unsually follows the others. During a
recent freshet the horses attempted
to return, while Mr. Pepper, anxious
as to the result, stood walching them
from the morth shore. Two horses
and colts bad entered the stream,
then their blind companfon followed.

in & few minutes all were strug-
gling against the rapld current and
failing to make any headway, the
leaders sought the large island, while
the blind beast became separated
from them and drifted a considerable
distance below ustl she gained a
foothold.

Then. discovering the loss of her
mates, and realizing her helpless con-
dition, she gave a plaintive whinny.
One of the animals, upon hearing It,
re-entered the siream, and swimming
to its unfortunate companlon. (ofich-
ed it with the nose and directed it
toward the Island, which both reach
ed in safety.

ol Y
French Telephona Girle.

It bas recently been decided iu Parls
that the telephone girl 1s & public of-
ficial and as such she commands the
respect ineident to public function-
aries. The question came up in & case
where & popular actress was prose
cuted In the eriminsl court for hav-
ing Iosnited the central girl. While
defendant was scquitted, the rights
of the*demolselles de telephone” were
claaris established.

ning about 35 miles an hour as it ap-
proached Maln wstreet crossing, st
which is a station seldom used and
where there is neither gate nor flag
man.  The teamster either dld not
notice the approaching car or thought
he could make the crowsing

car was demolished by the force of
the collision. = All the Injured were
taken to the Sherman bospital st El-
Ein.

STATE OFFICERS ARE
Program for Inauguratioh of Deneen
to Be Considered.

A meeting of the state officials of
Tlinois has been called for 10 o'clock
next Monday morning in the office of
Governor Yates at Springfield, for the
purpose of perfecting arrangements
for the inauguration of Governor Klect
Deneen and the- other elective state

officers next January.

While the matter of laangural cere-
monies has been under conslderation
for some time, nothing has been de-
eided upon In the way of a m,
1t is probable. howeves, WAl The cers
monies will be similar to Those that
have marked the ipduction Inio office
of previous eaecutives In this state.

There wiil In all probability be
stroet parade, participated in by mill-
tary and civie organizations, after
which the cath of office will be taken
and Inaugural address delivered in
representatives’ hall In the B
house, It has not yet been arcided
‘whether an'inaugural ball will be
glven on the evening following the
ceremony, This matter will bo left
for Mr. Dencen to decide
KINMUNDY NATURAL GAS WELL
Twenty-Foot Flamg Shoots Up When

the Match Is Applied.

In sinking a well on the John Holt
farm near Kinmundy, at 80 feet & very
strong veln of gas was struck. A
light being put to It, & flame some 20
feet high with a roaring nolse fol-
lowed, and has continued for four
weeks. There are pumerous Indlea-
tions of gas west of the town. At the
mosting of the clty councll permission
was granted James Lawrence Brown
& Co. of Bt. Louls to lay pipes and
maintain & heating and lighting s
tom In Kinmundy. Considerable Inter-
ost Is doveloping In the gas prospects,
and outside parties are investigating.

TO MEET

Death of Asylum Trustee.

John A. Brown, chairman of the
Minais conference of charities and
trustee of the Jacksonville asylum for
the blind, died at St. Mary's hospital
at Decatur, 1ll, whers he submitted
to a surgical operation. Mr. Brown
‘was 61 years ofd. He had lived In De-
catur since 1865, Fe had practiced
law since 1875. Hé leaves an estate
valued at about, $100,000, A widow and
two children survive.

Want Convict for Murder.

John Mahran, a convict serving an
{ndeterminate sentence at Joliet for
horse-stealing in Knox eounty, 1s to be
taken to Demver, Colo., for trial on
the charge of killing two policemen
there. The parole bourd has directed
his release, and Chief of Police De-
laney and Detective Saundets of Den-
ver are here to take charge of the
prisomer,

Warns of Smallpox.

The lliinois state board of health
In taking extraordinary precautions to
exterminate smallpox from the siate.
A large eircular bearing fllustrations
ot the effects of smallpox and calling
attention to the fact that vaccination
prevents the disease, bas been pre-
pared by the board and 8,000 of them
have been distributed over the state.

oman K a 'Possum.

Mrs. Ella Collins, wife of City Mar-
shal John Collins of Alto Pass, bagged
the largest ‘possum seen this season.
Gclng lnto the apple orchard, she en-
countered the animal, which, (nstead
of sneaking. ran at ber, snapping
jaws In & ferocious manner. She final- |
Iy succeeded In killing it with a club
acd carried it bome in triumph.

Fire In “Pantagraph™ Plant.
Fire in the basement of the plant
of the Pantagraph, the morning news-
paper at Bloomington, wrecked the
presstcom &fid power plant. The ps-
per. was gotien out at the . Bulletin

' rooms. ~The explosion of & kerosene

torch started the fire.
Merchant |s Stabbed.

Victor Studley, s pruminent mer-
ehant of Neponset, while on & hunting
rip to Poplar Bluff, Mo., was stabbed
twice at o country dance. His condi-

tion i crifteal

plica a
time, Pollworth had held & deep haired
for him.

WABASH WRECK INJURES MANY

Twe Passenger Traina Collide Head
On at Bement.
Two passenger traing on the Wa
bash railroad came together in a head-
colliston in ent, and  about
twenty-five persons were injured, but
1t 18 belleved nove of them was seri
ously hurt. Most of the injured were
taken to the Wabash hospital in De-
catur. The trains came together on &
straight track. The accldent was due
to a misundersianding as to whers the
tralns were to pass. The engineers
aud firemen on both engines jumped
when 1t was seen & collision could not
be avolded Both locomot ‘were
wrecked and the baggage car on each
train was telescoped.

HOLDS G. A. R. RECORD.

Thomas (. Lawler, who was nomi-
nated for the thirtye'ghth time as
post eommander of Nevins past, G. A.
R, of Mockford, holds the record for

TRYUS G LANESR
continuous service as the head of a
post, as well for the number of terms.
Thirty-three of his yearly terms have
been consecutive.

Run Down by Engine.

Fred Graul, aged 23, a prominent
young farmer of Mascou!
run down by & Loulaville & N
coutah.
cross
the rallroad tracks, and did not see
the train untll too late to stop, al
though & mumber of witnesses called
to him to look out. The engine struck
his wagon In the center and demol
Ished it. The horses escaped injury,
but young Graul was thrown 60 feet
from the truck. He sustained several
badly fractured ribs, and it is feared
internal Injurics.

Clayworkers Appeal far Al

At the session of the state confer-
enca of the Illinols Bricklayers’ unions
in Champalgn the conference w
arked by the claywarkers' union o
adopt @ resclution pledging the co-op-
erution of the bricklayers In an effort
to secure favorable setion by the
legislature in regard 1o an appropria-
tlon enabling investigations in clays
by the University of Hilinols.

Higgine Is Indictad.

Richard Higaios, who was arrested
churged with the murder of Mrs. Nel
lie Tho con early In Oeto-
bor, was indicted by the grand jury
at Peoris. Higglns, who has been at
lberty on bonds of §$15.000, was re-
arrested Immediately and renewsd his
bafl. Higgins maintains he i3 not
gullty and insists the trial will show
he 1z innoce:

Champion Corn Husker.

Osear Legrange is -the champlon
corn husker of Princeton. Mr.
grange shucked and ¢ribbed 127 bush-
els in ten bours and drove two miles
with the four loads. Some of the Gib-
son county corn this year will average
100 bushels per acre.

Finds the Rouse Will.

The discovery of the lost will of
Mrs. Mary Rouse and her son, Harry
G. Rouse, gives thousands of dollars
to Peorla charities. The will was dis-

trunk In the garret of her bome. The
will gives $7.500 for & public drinking
fountain, o serve as & memorial for
Mrs. House; §9,000 & year to the Hu-

dest in the Natlonal Temple of the

W. C. T. U., in Chicazo.

thonnl gusrd, which would relleve Low
ter of the greal expemse of keeping
up an wrmed guard o proteet hiv
property

Lelter's officials scout the claim of

the parpose of securing the natiomal
Enard

Brery Ausirian in the erowd that
enteged when- the killlng took pines
s ket claiming that conditions were
misrenresented to thew. The miners
are practically idle and mo coal inde
ng shipped

o
DEATH BARES MAN'S DUPLICITY
Prominent Physician  Les
dows and Famities,
Teath has vevealed the sxtrasdl
mary double iife led by Dr. T. ©
Conklin, m prominent physician of
Farmington, wha died Nov. 8§ .he
wifs with whom he was iving ai the
time of hix death went 1 Lewiston.
Fulion county, to have hersell appoint:

Twa

showed 1hat many years ago hor hus
band-bad married a Miss Steele, sod
that the first wife, with four children,
was still living, The widow lives In
Proria,  Two sons, Frank and Bert'
Conkiln, Hve in Peorla, wnd one daugh
ter. Mrs. Emma Burbridge, and a sos
Edward Conklin, live st Racipe, Wis
The chiidren of the first wifp =il
make & fight for the esiate, whish
amounts to about §10,000

Dr. Conkiln had two children by his
second wife. A peeullar feature of
the case is that all the time he was
living &t Farmington he gave money
to his childrets and fArat wife In Peoria,

DISCOVERS BITE OF OLD FORT

Relic Hunters Forbidden 1o Dig st His:
torie Bpot in Pes:

Relle buntors and eurl
have been slopped from searehing at
Water and Liberly streets aling the
Diinols river al Peotia fof ‘e ruing
of old Fort Clark, built nearly 100
years ago. The polics have found it
necessary 1o forbld the practice of
spading on the properties of the Hock
lsland railroad and electric companies
and the relic hunters are disappolated.
The rulus are presu o be 1wo
feot under the surface. Judge Devid
. president of the Peorls

society, definitely located

the fort and marked is four corners,
Memorial tabilets will be placed on the

¥ neakern

Shot Kills & @ystander.

As & result of & quarrel in & negre
restaurant in Carbondale, Albert Hid-
ley, who was standing outside on the
sidewalk, taking no part in the guar-
rel, was shot and instantly killed by
0. Holman, who had siready wounded
his opponent, Charles Hlder. ‘The
tragedy closed an mment o sev.
eral hours. Holman and Elder had
quarreled over A colored wi
Holman attempted to stab Eld
failing, secured & gun and fired ihrew
shots, One shot pierced Elder's arm,
another went wide of the mark and
the third killed Ridley. Holmaa es

ped.

Construct Sewsr System.

The work of construction of the new
sewer system at Centralla continues,
regardless of the supreme court decl
slon that the law allowing Improve
ments to be made without & petition
of the property owners was lllegal. In
order 10 be safe the board of local im-
ts immediately cireulated pe-
titlons, easily seeuring the necessary
number of signatures of the property
owpers, and will repass the ordinance
and get & new confirmation cf the rofi.

provem

New Factory Town.

Rumors of & big land deal belng on
at Rondout were confirmed by the an-
pouncoment Of Jobn A. Bradley of
Waukegas that he had secured options
on about
thereabout. The Milwsukes rosd is
the buyer and is thought o |ntend b
start & factory center there. Good
prices were pald, ranging from §204 1o
3300 an scre.

Governor Appeints Tws,

Gov. Yates has spsounced the re-
appointment of W. L. Kester of Kan-
san; Edgar county, a8 trustee of the
sastern normal school st Charles. @,
F. W. Froehlich was appcisted publie
sdministrator of Henderson county

Magro Driven From Bterling.

Eugene Watson, colored. was seti-
fled 1o either leave the eity of Sterling
or suller the consequences, and de-
parted for Chicaga. He wae' given pros
teetion from the whites over night o

the eity ja

1,900 scres of farm land: *



