
 
 

Narrative of Edward O. Degner in World War II 

 

The following documents all pertain to the approximate chronology of Infantryman Edward O. Degner, 
as he served in the second world war and shortly after his return.  There are lists and maps, showing 
where he was throughout his service, and pictures taken while he was there. There are letters he 
wrote home to his mother and to his “Pop” and there are also letters that his parents wrote to him.  All 
of the letters are included in a separate folder. 

Most of the records you will see can be found and verified via Ancestry.com.  Some also come from 
personal recollections or various sources on the internet.  The pictures are of the highest resolution 
possible, for better printing. 

 

This is the ship that Edward Degner was on during WW2 

 

 

The History of the 160th Infantry in World War Two 

As part of the United States mobilization during World War II, the 160th Infantry was federalized at 
Los Angeles, California, on 3 March 1941 and moved to Camp San Luis Obispo, California, within two 
weeks. The regiment trained there for over a year as part of the 40th Division before relocating to Fort 
Lewis, Washington, on 29 April 1942. From there, the regiment went to San Francisco, on 1 
September 1942, and was shipped to Hawaii (see pictures) the following month. 

 

           

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camp_San_Luis_Obispo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Lewis,_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Lewis,_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaii


 
 

Oahu 1943 

                

       

 

 

         

 

The regiment trained in jungle warfare in Hawaii for over a year before being moved forward during 
January 1944 to the Solomon Islands. From April through December the regiment fought on New 
Britain Island during the New Britain campaign. The regiment redeployed through New Guinea and 
they invaded the Japanese-held Philippines on 9 January 1945. The regiment participated in various 
actions in the Philippines' Campaign (1944 to 1945) during the rest of the war. It returned to San 
Francisco on 5 April 1946 and was inactivated the next day, though Ed had been released earlier.  

 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Britain_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Britain_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Guinea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines


 
 

South Pacific Destinations in WW2 as written by PFC Edward Degner 
 

Oahu….Guadacanal….New Britain (New Guinea) ….Luzon….Negros and Leyte   
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

             

 

 

 

         

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

                                                 Philippines, 1944, On jungle patrol 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Japanese Propaganda, 1945 
 

 

 
These propaganda playing cards were the size of a normal card and were 
made by the Japanese for the U.S. servicemen serving in the Philippines 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

United States Propaganda, 1945 

 
These leaflets were dropped by U.S. aircraft over the Japanese troops  

defending the Philippines against the Allied Assault 
 

Each leaflet was slightly larger than a page from a paperback book. 
 

 
 
 

Here is what is written on the back side of this leaflet 
 

“Where has the Japanese Navy and Air Force gone to?   The Supreme Commander of 
the South Pacific Allied Army, Douglas MacArthur, has commended the bravery of the 
Japanese soldier, but also sympathizes with their plight.   The Air Force, which you 
have placed so much hope in, has all but disappeared from the sky.   The Japanese 
Navy has retired to its home waters and the American forces will soon attack the 
Japanese Navy at its base.    As a consequence, your supply line has been cut and 
you have no hope of retreat.   You may want to fight the final battle, but you are 
doomed.  Your comrades in the Solomon Islands and New Guinea died hoping for aid 
from your navy and air force.  Must you die with the same hope in your mind?” 

 



 
 

 

Medals and Commendations 
 

 
 

    

 

   Overseas Service Bars 

 



 
 

             Good Conduct Medal and Pin 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Infantryman Edward O. Degner was released from the army on Sept 16, 1945 and returned home to the 

farm he shared in Mundelein, reuniting with his dad, Stanley, and two brothers, Stan and Len.    

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Shortly after his return, Ed met Oscar Meyer at the packaging plant where he once worked 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

Years later, he reflected on this picture which was found on the body of a Japanese soldier 
 

 

 
 

 

In 1946 he married the former Ruth Beck and their happy union produced “baby 

boomers” Jeffrey, Kenneth, Janice, Mark, Karen, Mary and John. 
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