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THE PORTALS OF CHRISTENDOM 
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Origin Of Some 
Easter Symbols 

Colored Eggs Custom 
Dates Far Back 

Easter, one of the most holy days 
on the Christian calendar, draws 
its name from Eostre, pagan Anglo-
Saxon goddess of spring. 

Many of the outward symbols 
with which the day is marked—
outside the religious observance —
also also had their origin in pagan 
sources. Pagans once rolled one 
another down hill to express joy 
at the coming of spring and ate 
red eggs as symbols of power at 
the feast of spring. Since then 
it has been found simpler to roll  eggs instead of people. 
Albumen Apple Had Part. 

Eggs and Easter are practically 
synonymous, for in nearly every 
custom of the lunar holiday, the 

Il albumen apple plays a part. Col-
ored eggs date to early Egyptian,  
Persian, Roinan, Greek and Gallic 
times, when they were looked upo 
as a symbol of life. 

There has lorg been a link be 
tween the hare (not to be con 
fused with rabbit) and Easter, be 
cause the former is thought till 
symbol of the moon, and the dab 
of the latter is fixed by lunar 
changes. 

Link between the bunny and the 
eggs traces to an old German 
legend. Its foundation is doubtful, 
for a hare would be as surprised 
to find his burrow full of eggs 
as are children finding them under 
the bed Easter morn. 
Finnish Custom. 

Rugged children of Finlan d, 
aping the child who holds his 
breath for spite, spank each other 
with pussywillow or birch switches 
until their parents come through 
with rewards of Easter eggs. 

In Hungary, the village boys 
used to duck girls in streams or 
pour buckets of water over their 
heads. More discreet modern 
method of noting Easter is to 
sprinkle the girls with perfume. 
Victims thus drenched pay tor-
mentors with gifts of colored eggs. 
Egg Rolling Custom. 

White House egg rolling dates 
to the days of Dolly Madison, the 
Mrs. Roosevelt of a century ago. 
Dispensed with during the Wilson 
administration, when White House 
gates were locked, the custom was 
revived by Mrs. Harding in 1921. 

South of the border, Mexicans 
burn effigies on Easter eve, each 
representing the Judas or traitor 
in the life of a peon. 
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