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LABOR’S HOUR OF DECISION

This week, for the first time since the so-called Wagner | !

gress.

Whether there has been sufficient time for the new law

to develop a body of adequate experience or whether more
time is needed to determine what changes shall be made con-
atitutes & difference of opinion easily identified as belonging
respectively to those who wish or do not wish the law to be

But it is the duty, indeed,

giess to act in the public interests and not to be swayed by ||
pressure groups of either employers or employes. Unques- | w,

it is the obligation of the con-

tionably some are needed and he who argues that the
law is perfect and needs no revision at all is merely piling up

resentments for the day when

the foes of collective bargain-

ing will be backed up by & majority sentiment and then the
‘whole structure of the law will be sabotaged.
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‘Wagner law to examine sincerely every suggestion for change

and to fight vehemently any m-dmnt ‘which secks to weak-| ¥

en collective
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There can be no doubta that labor disputes have increased | 2Ppesred b

change will ‘weken the v ia not substantial
The nation will wish to hear from all sides through the med-|

mere claim, however, that a
‘proof.

on labor just what are the de-
w auch defects can be remedied.

in number and intensity since the Wagner law was passed
but this is by no means evidence that the law is at fault. Any
law which 50 drastically changes the employer-employe rela-

tion is bound at the beginning to be misunderstood or to be | 1y

abused by both sides.

For 21 months the Wagner law was considered of doubt-
ful constitutionality. What many employers thought was not
isregard.

the Iaw of the land they chose to di

‘This was un-

fortunate, but it was not unprecedented. Be it said, on the

other hand, to the credit of many employers—the vast ma-|

Jority of them—that when the

law was ruled constitutional in

April, 1987, they set about to conform to and comply with it.

The real difficulty has a
ployers have tried to evade the

isen because a minority of em-
provisions of the Wagner law.

‘Thousands of such cases have been filed with the National
Labor Relations board and many of them appear to be either

the result of misinformation or lack of information or sheer

error growing out of bad legal advice.

But even conceding explicit obedience to the Wagner
Iaw, the real question is whether the act is as conducive to
good employer-employe relations as it should be if it is to

carry out the lofty purposes enun

‘The fact is that the Wagner |

ciated in its preamble.
aw, standing by iteelf, cannot

achieve
i8 needed is an enlargement of

ciliation, a wider understanding among employers of the |
merits of collective bargaining, and a ter
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