FOURTH GUARTERLY CONFERENCE
Barrington, L1L11inois
May 3,1944 (Gednesday)

(Pastor's Report)

The purpose of this Quarterly conference is to get before us cer-
tain wital statistics so that we can see whether we have progressed
in our Chureh Work this year. lMuch of this will betaken up in the
various reports that are to follow.

Since we did not have a Standard Community Teacher Training School
this year, the pastor conducted a six week's Session in our own Chureh,
using Paul Minear's little book "An Introduction to Paul"® A small
group of teachers,and a few others met TWednesday evenings, beginning
Tednesday, September 15,1943. :

The Rock River Conference lMethodist Ministerst' Pension Fund was
presented and the quota accepted for the Church. Rev,Thomas Reamn,
a former minister of this Church and now retired preached in this
Churech on Sunday,October 17th. lr.John Prentice worked on the staff
group for the Conference and also aided greatly in his local church.
Todate 75% of our quota has been paid in cash.

The attendance of the Sunday School and the Morning Worship Serviece
has remained about the same as last year, in spite of the fact that
54 young men and women from our church are at present in the Service
of our Gountry. 39 new members have been added to our Church roll;
22 by letter and 17 on confession of faith. As is to be expected
especially in Var days,. we. have lost 18 members by transfer and 3 by

death. There were 9 baptims.

Continued progress has been made in the liquidation of the Chureh
debt.. -This year the Trustees have liquidated a note at the bamnk for
the mew. Oil Burner furance, also. the interest on the $5000, Home MMis-
sion Mortage on the parsonage has been almost brought up todate.

The Women of the Church this past week received the final bond from
Mr.Reinheimer of Elgin - thus in two years liguidating a $2500, debt.
Oour next task is to work on Special Assessments which have been ac-
cumlating during the last dozen years. Continuing the progress we
are making two or three years more should find this church entirely
clear of all indebtedness. oo

There are some people, including the minister, who feel that the
one thing this Church needs to make it complete is a pipe organ.
Especially new people who are movi to Barrington, and have belonged
to Churches which have & pipe orga feel a definite lack here, I
realize that there are members who feel that our first obligation is
to clear the last $10,000 indebtedness off the church before we begin
to install an organ. However, I believe we can do the two things at
the same time neither cause hindering the other. A Special Organ Fund
was authorized by the Board the beginning of the year, and todate there
is almost $1100., in this Fund. A rebuilt two-or three manual Church
organ would probably run aboutb $3500, completely installed.

Baster was as usual the high time of the year. Mid-week Services
were held during Lent, with the pastor taking as a series - "Church
Ref ormers" taking the lives of such men as Martin Luther, John Wesley,
Walter Rauschenbush to show the progress of the histroy of the Churech,



ot
A Probgtioner's Training ¢lass was held duriag the Sunday School Hour
during the Lentegn Seasonl led by the minister.S

During the past year the Sunday School has been underthe handicap
of not having a General Superintendent, We have fine department s and
excellent superintendents to.head up each department - but we have not

en successful in securing someone who feels the challenge of this

gmportant task in the Churech, :

|
>

Faz There were two fellowship meetings of The entire church held in the
Seping-and the Winter, sponsored by the Womans Society. A Father-Son
Banquet, with Coach Lynn Waldorf as the speaker, was held in February,
and A Mother-Daughter Banquet with Mrs,Almstutz as speaker took place
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" Our Methodist Youth Fellowship has had a successful year., Twenty
young people are: already signed up for Hi-League Camp at. Lake Geneva.
Again we are having the $5.,00 scholarship plan, whereby each one in the
Leagué going to camp receives this help.. The minister will be happy
to receive contributions from anyone wishing to help in ithis worth-
while project. : AR i
. The Nominating Committee in reporting this year has a suggestion

“%o offer to the Quarterly Conference. The suggestion had previously

come fromt he First Methodist Church, Elgin - whereby our Board would
be divided up into four working committees with a Committe Chairman -
The Four Committess are; lMembership, Religious Education, Business
Administration and World Sertice. The purpose of this new plan is
to emphasis the total program of the Church.

At the close of this fourth year, I am never unmindful of the
volunteer services of so many in the Choir and the Sunday School and
on the Board who help to carry forward the work. I feel that through
the leadership of the "Executive Committee" the Barrington Methodist
Chureh has been put on a sound financial basis. We are now in a posi-
tion to launch forward upon a spiritual advance, in the Sunday School,
the young peoplets groups and the Church lMembership.

That is our challenge for the next year,

Faifhfully, your minister,
: >;;?//
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